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1 Lament vith you the great corruptions chat 
1 vere. brought into the church of Chriſt, ſoon 
after the introduction of chriſtianity into the world. 
Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory informs us of the. time and 
manner in which they crept in; and there is 
no event of more importance and advantage to us 
at preſent, than that reformation which was effected 
principally by the writings of Luther and others, 
who ſaw clearly the groſs perverſions of divine 
truth prevalent in their days and had the courage 
to oppoſe them by. arguments drawn from the holy . 
ſcriptures. England, and other countries of Eu- 
rope enjoy the happy effects of their light and zeal 
at this day, It is alſo matter of griefto all who love 
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and reverence the holy ſcriptures, that fince that | | 
reformation hath taken place in theſe kingdoms, WM 
men of corrupt minds, deſtitute of the truth, have Y 
riſen among themſelves, who have not only denied 1 
the great doctrinal truths which all the proteſtant | I 
churches aſſent to, but have alſo endeavoured to | 4 
root out thoſe which the catholic church maintained 
in her moſt degenerate ſtate, The fall of man 3 

the neceſſity of an atonement—the Godhead of the 5 
Son and Spirit, were held by Romaniſts at the time 
of the reformation ; and they continue to be held 
in common by Proteſtants and Papiſts at this day. } 
| Nay, they were ever conſidered as the ſtandard of 
orthodoxy in all ages of the chriſtian church. Theſe | 
fundamental doftrines have been afferted and ably | 
defended by the firſt chriſtian writers, as well as by We 
thoſe who have written in later times. The various 
creeds and formularies of faith have been tranſmit- * 
ted down to us, and we are happy to find, that 
amidſt the many departures from true religion in x 
all ages, truth hath riſen triympharft againſt oppo» W 
ſition. You lament the corruptions of chriſtianity 
wich an ill grace; for you appear to me to be a 
great corrypter of it yourſelf, The rank weed of i 1 
Socinianiſm is of very late growth, and however We 
pleaſing it may appear to the eye of fallen reafon» W 
. 1 
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it is poiſonous both in its root and branches. Vou 
have attempted to water it, that it may grow and- 
flouriſh, and ſpread in theſe kingdoms ; but it ſhall 
be my buſineſs, and I pray that every faithful 
ſervant of God may ee it to be his incumbent duty, 
to pluck up, root out, and deſtroy it as much as 
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1 8005 not wr you, Sir, but I would beg 


leave to inform the world, that you are not the 


head of a ſet, but the cloſe. follower of Fauſtus 


Socinus, whoſe unſcriptural tenets have been an- 
ſwered and confuted again and again, by many wiſe 
and good men. His falſe reaſoning upon, and weak 
expoſitions of the divine Oracles, have been laid 
open with ſuch powerful arguments by proteſtant 
divines of the eſtabliſhed church, and by diſſenters 
from it, that I only need to go over their ground 
fully to anſwer Dr. Prieſtley; and to prove, that 
neither he, nor Socinus, underſtand aright the chriſ- 


tian religion. Nay, I vill venture to go a ſtep fur- 


ther to aſſert, and hope in the following ſheets to 
prove, that Socinianiſm is only Deiſm in diſguiſe, 


and that the difference between chem is really 


ingiicermble, 
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Ii will be abſolutely neceſſary for us to agree in | 3 
gur firſt principles, before we enter into any debate. 
As you profeſs yourſelf to be an Engliſh Proteſtant 8 
Diſſenter, I take it for granted, that you hold the 
Bible to be the rule of faith and praftice—that all 
things neceſſary to be believed are contained there- 
in—that in the New Teſtament are comprized all 
the dottrines of the Chriſtian religion—that no } 
ceremonies are now to be uſed, nor any praftices 
to be enforced, but ſuch as are commanded therein 
—that the Chriſlian religion ſtands upon the truth . 
of the Jewiſh—and that to overturn one, is to de- W 
ſtroy the other—That all ſcripture is given by in- 
ſpiration of God, and that holy men of old ſpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. In a word, | 


that in the Bible is the religion of Proteſtants. 


I would therefore inform you, that I will 
have nothing to do in my. preſent controverly, bi [ 
with Fathers, Popes or Councils: whether they ? 
were right or wrong is a matter of little moment: 


Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato, ſed magis amica 
veritas. You may abuſe Athanaſius or St. Auſtin 
as much as you pleaſe ] do not feel myſelf hurt by 
it. I do not believe in the Trinity, or effettual 
grace, becauſe they aſſerted it: the ſcriptures 0 
try 


[1] 


truth are the ground on which I ſtand; or rather, 
the caſtle walls on which I lift my head to level 
my artillery againſt your ſocinian batteries. A can- 


7 


JF did Romiſh diſputant once obſerved, that while the 


Proteſtant Doctors kept within the cloſe coverts of 
the ſcriptures, they were impregnable : bat, lays 
he, if we bring them out into the open fields of 
Fathers and Councils, we ſhall be able to cope with 


them. I intend, like them, to keep within the 


cloſe covert of the ſcriptures : indeed it will fave 
time and trouble. The diſputes about their opini- 
ons are often as endleſs, as they are uſeleſs. Asa 
' Proteſtant diſſenter you have gone off your proper 
ground. Suppoſe you could prove the point, that 
the primitive chriſtians did not believe the atone- 
ment, the Godhead of Chriſt, &c. which you have 
by no means done, or can do: you have aſſerted 
it ; but to aſſert without proof, only proclaims the 
weakneſs of the aſſerter: ſuppoſe, I ſay, you could 
prove, that all the fathers, popes and councils 


were of your opinion, that is, were focinians; . 


while the four Goſpels, the Ads of the Apoſtles, 
and the Apoſtolic Epiſtles are tranſmitted down to 
us, as the only books of divine authority, by 
which all doctrines are tobe proved, and all prac- 
tices enjoined, I ſhould chuſe to believe what ts 
= | there 


an 


FRETS” * - Te — 12 - 
* —— — 2 r rr — EN S325 Hs b Y 
= Ie 00 — — — gs. — 
* as. — — 1 — — — > 
woulk A 
1 # 


— 
2: 6 
<A 
1 

E AS 


— 


* apts + jy 
PT SY MELTED RC -</-_-- 
2 — — 3 + 


— — — 


— 
2x 
— a _ — 
—— => * 
- TAs 6 — 


. 
01.0 a ti 
b * . 


* ware ide 


——_ r . e HP A "4 
2 5 2 


r 


— —— — Fr 


n—_ A. 2 . * 
N 2 
* N f * 7 » * * . IP 6 * 3 939 x . * 
* — — — — . —- — — e ao —— — . 
i * ee pg wn oe x —— 8 — Te 8 2 
ac yds - option fe oat — — py pr Trump — — 
yn dF! = < * — 2 $a — =" x 00 A Pal os cup. Pia L 
— — . = 3 — . r 
Bs — ve eee wenn. —üñäj— — — een r_ ae Roy . 2 b 
a - 4 aw AN. oe — 22 * —ů— — 2 — 
3 5 — rr ” 
3 ho 2 i IT * — 3 — MSc. bs 


—_—  _— 


„* ꝙ ́ noo, 


. ͤ . — — 
= - 2 : 


* — — — 
1 — —Uä 
* 0 


TTEY 


there written; and I would not ſcruple to oppote 
them all, as I do Dr, Prieſtley, I would never be 


ſuch a ſlave to human authority, as to give up my 


own judgment and reaſon to conform to it. But if 


human teſtimony in favour of any opinion, appears 
to me to be reaſonable, and conſiſtent with the 
ſcriptures, I am then glad that others before me ö 
faw the truth and believed it. I believe the dottri- 
nal articles ofthe church of England to be ſcriptu- | 
ral, and therefore can ſubſcribe to them; not be- 
cauſe they were agreed upon by a numerous body | 
of good and learned men. If the latter were the 
ground of my faith, it would ſtand upon human, 
and not divine teſtimony. 


The Apoſtles cantly foretold, that there would 4 
be a great departure from the faith“ That the 
„time would come, when men vould not endure |} 
* ſound dofrine, but would turn away their ears 


« from the truth, and be turned unto fables— Wt 


© That falſe teachers ſhould ariſe among profeſ- We 
*« ſors, who ſhould privily bring in damnable here- F 
« fies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and ſhould bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruc- 
* tion that many. ſhould follow their pernicious 
* ways, by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhould 

Le | he 


T > 7 


e he uy”! hoken of”—Nay, St, John POE 


% That many falſe prophets were gone out into the 
&« world,“ and that Antichriſt was in the world in 
his time. Their predictions have been fully ac- 
compliſhed i in paſt ages, and are now accontpliſli 
ing. Your writings, Sit, are an evident fulfilment 
of their propheſies. You are endeavouring to 
overturn all the eſſential and fundamental doctrines 
of the Chriſtian religion, that you may dreſs up the 
idea of it, as only a ſyſtem of moral precepts, 
which, you ſay, were delivered by Chriſt as a great 
prophet and law-giver. I grant you, that the mo- 
ral precepts of Chriſt are an eſſential part of true 
religion ; and every faithful perſon acknowledges 


the divine authority of Chriſt, as the great Law- 


giver to his church, as much as you do. But we 
contend, this is only part of the Chriſtian ſyſtem; 5 
and that if you deny the total fall of man in the 
loſs of the Divine Image, the Trinity, the Atone- 


ment, you mutilate the whole, and leave it horn 


of 1 its capital parts. 1 5 | J £843 - 


Baſics I engage in the proof of theſe doftrines 


which you deny, I would firſt obſerve, how little 


reſpect you pay to thoſe parts of holy writ you. 


are rad to * of. =p 24, vol. i. you 
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7. th apoſtle Paul has frained, very much by 
« the force of imagination, to reconcile the Jews | 1 
to the, Chriſtian religion, by poining, our the f 


e Jewiſh religion. bore to ſomething in Chriſti. W 
* anity. That the apoſtle Paul was the author of We 


the epiltle to the Hebrews.is clearly proved by Dr. 


Oven in bis comment on that epiſtle. It has been 
received as part of the ſacred canon; and till Dr. YZ 
Prieſtley can find better arguments to. difprove its 


Authority, than 1 have ſeen to eſtabliſh it, I ſhall 
conſider it as written by the inſpiration of Go d. To 


this aſſertion of yours I can therefore give no bet- 3 
ter epithet. than blaſphemous.— What, Sir —do the | | 


writings of this inſpired penman proceed, from the I 
force of imagination only ?—Do you think, St. 
Paul did not know what he was about, when he . 
wrote this divine epiſtle? Do you imagine he was 
as ignorant of the Jewiſh, as you are of the Chriſ- 
tian religion 7— Or do you ſuppoſe he vas not 
made perfectly acquainted with the nature of the 
Chriſtian religion, by the ſpecial revelation he was 
favoured with from heaven ?—I am very well con- 
vinced, that all your ſentiments. of religion, whe- 
ther Jewiſh or Chriſtian, are only imaginations z 


baving no foundation in ſcripture or right reaſon, | 
K 


Ws as 


If you cannot ſee a chain of good and ſolid Ar- 
guments, drawn from Jewiſh premiſes in thatepif. 
tle/to'prove that the death of Chriſt was a proper 
facrifice, typified and repreſented under the law 
others, as learned, as wiſe, and as good as you, 
have ſeen it. If you cannot ſee the Godhead of 
Chriſt aſſerted in the firſt chapter, and the neceſ- 
ſity of an atonement to reconcile fallen man to 
God, proved in the 5th, 8ch, gth, and 10th chap- 
ters, others have: and I ſhall take 'occafion to 
bring ſome paſſages from this epiſtle to prove, that 
Jeſus of Nazareth is a perſon of much more ea 
dignity than you TW. | 
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In page 370, vol. 1 756 aſſert, That in the 
*« theological repoſitory you think you have ſhewn, 
*« 'that the apoſtle Paul often reaſons inconclu- 
« fively, and'therefore, that he wrote as any other 
« 'perſon, of his turn of mind and thinking, and in 
* his fituation, would have written, without any 
« particular inſpiration.” ' Your affertion here ig 
more modeſt, than in the former quotation; hut 
the aſſertion itſelf, is equally blaſphemous and 
wicked. Tbe humble, the modeſt, the proteſtant, 
the moral, the philoſophic Dr. Priefttey, reaſons, 
it ſeems, more concluſively, that is, better. than 

"WS + hs 


Cs] 
the apoſtle Paul. What a loſs it is to the church, 
that Dr. Prieſtley's matter and ſpirit had not been 
going to Damaſcus with the high prieſt's commiſſion 
inſtead of the apoſtle Paul !—then, no doubt, 
Prieſtley's epiſtles would have been full of the 
moſt conclulive arguments, and all future heretics 
muſt have been filenced for ever. St. Paul, it 
ſeems, had no particular inſpiration ; that is, in 
other words, no inſpiration at all; for if he had a 
general inſpiration in all his epiſtles, he muſt have 
had a particular one; for generals include particu WW 
lars. If there be any one part of the New Teſta-. | 3 
ment uninſpired, let Dr. Prieſtley point out that 
part. It is true, the apoſtle in the 7th chap. of the 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians tells us, he gives 
his advice only, reſpetting marriage and celibacy ; 
which advice, the catholic doRors call, counſels of 
perfection: that.is, he adviſes thoſe who would 
make eminent adyances in the Chriſtian life, to re- 
main ſingle as he did: that hereby they would be 
free from thoſe worldly cares which generally at- 
tend the married ſtate. And no doubt, an abſti- 
nence here, is a part of that: ſelf- denial, which 
Chriſt enjoined his diſciples. To condemn marri- 
age altogether, as ſome have done, is not coun- We 
tenanced oy our apoſtle ; be only gives the pre- 
ference 


E 18-1] 


ference to the ſingle ſtate, for the reaſons before- 
mentioned. None can miſtake the apoſtle's advice 


1 


and reaſoning in this chapter, unleſs they are 


blinded by paſſion or prejudice. I think all the 
apoſtle's reaſons, concluſive and final; and I am 
happy in the thought, that they have appeared ſo 
to the whole chriſtian church in all ages. If others 
ſhall take the ſame liberty with the apoſtolic 
writings as you have done—if one may attribute 
this part to imagination, and another think he can 
fpy flaws in ſcriptural reaſoning, we ſhall ſho 
have no part to reaſon upon; no judge of contro. 
verſies, no certain ſtandard of truth: this, I ap- 
prehend, is what you aim at. The Scriptures of 
the Old, as well as New Teſtament, have ſo many 
truths aſſerted in them, which do not ſquare with 
your reaſon (the God you worſhip) that I am not 
ſurpiſed to find you deſire to leſſen their authority 
and weaken their influence: but know, Sir, all 
your attempts are as vain as thoſe of Julian, Ce- 
brus, or Porphiry, of old time; or Hobbs, 
Mandeville, Bolingbroke, Hume or Voltaire, of 
later date. You may poſſibly be diſpleaſed, that I 
rank you with Infidels: my reaſon for ſo doing is, 


becauſe I look upon you to be as great an enemy | 


to true Chriſtianity as they. Under the ſpecious 
A ĩ *  Frownn: | pretex 
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pretext of defending rational nh gion, you are 
ſecretly ſapping the foundation of the Chriſtian I 
But all your arrows, however ſubtle the poiſon with 


which they are tipped, will fall blunted and uſeleſs 


to the ground. The writings of the antient Infidels 


would ſcarce have been known—they would have 
been conſigned to that oblivion they deſerved, had I 
not the maſterly anſwers been preſerved for the 2 
inſtruction of future ages: and your theological | 3 


writings, though vanity may prompt you to think 


them immortal, will ſoon be forgotten. They 
may pleaſe men of corrupt minds, but the wiſe and 
good will never look into them a ſecond time. 


You appear to be ſo totally a ſtranger to all divine | 


influence, and ſo far led away by the deluſive rea- 


ſonings of depraved nature, that I cannot but 1 
lament your ſad condition, and tremble for your 
future one, if God ſhould be pleaſed to take you 
out of the world in your preſent ſentiments. That 
very book which you pretend to own as the re- 
vealed will of God, will judge you at the lall day; 
and inſtead of being a defender, you will appear to 
men and angels to be a Jubverter of the Chriſtian 


faith. 


You are pleaſed further to afſert, that if your 
principles were adopted by Chriſtians at large, 
Jevs 


2 r 
= WATY — 1 <z 
Bos 2 p OY a 3 
6 . * \ 'F 
* 


E 


Jews and Turks would "Rs lay aſide their prejy- 
dices, - and embrace the Chriſtian, faith ; I ſhould 
have ſaid, your faith, and that of your CES I 
deny the fact. The difference between you and 
the Turk and Jew is a ſufficient cauſe of ſepara- 
tion. If you inſiſt upon this point, that Jeſus of 
Nazareth is a greater Prophet than, Mahomet, you 
will offend the Turk, as much as we who aſſert that 
he is God. Ifindeed you rank him below Maho- 
met, I do not know but you may bring over the 
Turk to.your ſentiments : : but wbat would he gain 
thereby? Not one ſingle benefit, He ſtands upon 
as good ground towards God already as you do. 
You may boaſt, that you have a' better. ſyſtem of 
precepts, to dire your condutt, than him: I grant 
it; but you have never regulated your praftice by 


grand doctrines of the goſpel. The diſobeyed pre- 
cepts will riſe up in judgment againſt you at the 
laſt day, and 1 ſhould prefer the condition of a 
moral Turk now, and at the laſt day, to yours. 


the Heathen may admire the morality of the gol- 
pel as you do? but it is one thing to admire, and 
another, to obey it, You ſuppole you could 
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that ſyſtem, nor can vou, while you diſbelieve the 


You. fin againſt greater light, than he does, and 
your doom will be heavier. The Turk, the Jew, or 


preieng | 
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preſent the Ms of N azarech in ſo able a Y 
Igbt to the Turk, that he would inſtantly renoutice 7 


Mahomet, and become a diſciple of Jeſus, When 
you have made the experiment in Turky, and it 3 
bas proved ſucceſsful, we will give credit to your 4 
ſuppoſition: but I am well aware, that no Socinian 
Apoſtles will ever have courage to go forth, with 


their lives in their hands, to convert Jews, Turks, 


or Heathens. You muſt, Sir, be endued with 1 
greater fortitude than nature or reaſon ever can 
furniſh you with, thus to take up the croſs and 


preach Chriſt, In order to convert the Turks to } 
the Chriſtian faith, there muſt be a larger, and more 
plenteous effuſion of the divine Spirit upon us, 
chan Chriſtendom now enjoys. The bleſſings and 

comforts of Chriſtianity muſt be felt in a manner | 
that you have no conception of, by thoſe who ſhall | 


engage in the converſion of that large and deluded 1 
empire. They would receive ſo little advantage b 


your ſyſtem, that it would be ſcarce worthy their 
acceptance : but when the time ſhall come, that 
God will be pleaſed to convert the nations, their 
finful prejudices will ſubſide, and the great truths 
ef the Chriſtian religion be received by them. 


I alſo 
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I alſo deny, that if Chriſtianity were univerſally 
| modelled, according to your ſyſtem, the Jews 

would become your converts: for you allow, that 
Jeſus of Nazareth was a good man, and unjuſtly put 


to death by the Jews. Now the Jews to this day, 


approve of the att of their fore-fathers, and aſſert, 
that our Meſſiah was a deceiver ; and therefore, 
ſuffered according to his deſerts. They, of old, 
accuſed him of blaſphemy, in making himſelf God; 
and if he were not God, he certainly was a blaſ- 
phemer, a lyar, and a deceiver, and ſuffered juſtly, 


You join in their unjuſt accuſation of him, and 


approve of their condemnation of him on theſe 


grounds: you may reply, that you diſapprove of 


their putting him to death, becauſe he was a Pro- 
phet ſent to them of God, to inſtrutt them in his 
true worſhip—that the beneficent afts he performed 
in Judea, did not merit the treatment he received 


from them; and that his death is, to them and us, 
an example of patience, ' under the moſt cruel ſuf- 


ferings. On this ground, the Jew and yourſelf differ 
as widely, as the Jew and orthodox believer : but I 
add further, that your ſuppoſition is chimerical.. 
You have not one fact to prove the point. When 
you can produce a liſt of Jews who have received, 
Chriſtianity, from the deſcription of the NEO 
2 Fore, 3 | and. 
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and his doctrine, and ſhall publickly avow, that 
the general ſentiments of the Trinity were the great 
ſtumbling blocks in the way of their receiving him, 
we ſhall give a fair hearing to their objections: till 
that time arrives, we fhall treat your mppoſulon 
vith the contempt it deſerves. 


_ Having ſaid a much in general, I now pro- 
ceed to prove from the divine Oracles, that your 
ſentiments concerning the Fall of Man, the Atone- 
ment and the Trinity, ſtand in diametrical oppoſi- 
tion to them—that inſtead of giving the world, a 
ſcriptural portrait of true Chriſtianity, you have 
drawn a deformed picture from ideas framed in 
your own darkened mind, and which, the wiſe, j Jus 
dicious, and Heaven-taught believer will never 
receive for a juſt likeneſs. I obſerved, that your 
ſentiments of the fall, are erroneous : but I corre& 
myſelf; you deny that there ever was a fall. The 
inſpired account thereof given us by Moſes, you 
wholly miſunderſtand and pervert. All the damage, 
you ſay, we received from Adam's fin is, that we 
muſt cultivate the earth by labour, and die the 
death of the body. I ſuppoſe you will allow, that 
the earth produced allthings ſpontaneouſly, before 
Adam's ſin, and that he was immortal. Your ſen- 
timents on this head arc not original. The late Dr. 

Taylor 


c 0 1 


Taylor of Norwich advanced the ſame falſities be- 
fore, and I ſuppoſe, from him you had them. I 


would beg you to read Mr. John Weſley's anſwer 


to Taylor: in which you will find, his errors and 
yours, clearly, ſolidly, and judicioufly anſwered. 
You ſay, page 281, vol. i. That it muſt be natu- 
« rally in the power of- man (that is, of every 
man) to do the will of God—that this muſt be 


“granted, if we ſuppoſe the moral government of 


4 God to be at all an equitable one.“ Now, Sir, I 
believe as much as you, that the moral government 


of God, is an equitable one, both with reſpe& to 


angels and men: and yet, I deny, that it is in the 
power of any man (much leſs every man) ſince 
Adam's fall, naturally to do the will of God. The 
{criptures inform us, that God made man in his own 


image; and the apoſtle Paul tells us, that this image 
conſiſts in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. He was 


placed in a garden of delight ; ſufficient to have 
ſtood, yet free to fall. God permitted him to be 


tempted by the evil ſpirit—ſet life and death be- 


fore him—promiſed to reward obedience, and to 


puniſh diſobedience. * In the day thou eateſt 


< thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die.” You ſay, this 
means only, that he was to become mortal, and die 


930 W after his tranſgreſſion— that he ſtill re- 
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taived the moral image of God all the days of his 


life on earth, and was able to keep the whole law of 3 


God. On the contrary, I affert, that ſpiritual 
death, or the death of the ſoul, conſiſting in the 
loſs of the divine image, inſtantly followed his 
tranſgreſſion. Now the reaſon why you do not re- 
ceive this account of the fall, is, becauſe you are 
equally a ſtranger to ſpiritual death, and fpiritual 
life. You are animal rationale, and no more: 
% And the natural man underſtandeth not the 
« things ofthe ſpirit of God, neither can he know 
% them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
The nature of God's law you utterly miſunderſtand, 
or you would never aſſert, that it is in your 
power, naturally, to fulfil the whole will of God, 
which is made known to us by his law. The moral 
law he delivered to the Ifraclites from Mount 
Sinai, and Jeſus of Nazareth explains that law in 
his ſermon on the Mount. St. James ſays, © He 
that offendeth in one point, is guilty of all:“ 


and St. John, He that hateth his brother, is 2 


* murderer.” The law of God, commands you 


and me, and all men, * to love the Lord our God 


40 with all our heart, and our neighbour as OUr- 


“ ſelves.” Our Saviour explains who our neigh- 


pour is, by the parable of the Samaritan. The law 


denounceth 


> 


Fm 3 


denounceth a © curſe on every one that continueth 


? 


<« not in all things written in the book of the law 


4 to do them.” Now I aſk, whether you will de» 
clare, in the face of the world, that you have 
naturally a power, perfectly to fulfil this law ?—I 
alſo. alk, whether you have ever fulfilled it? If 
you were at all acquainted with the nature, purity 
and extent of the divine law, you would never 
venture to ſay, that man, in his preſent ſtate, hath 

| a power inherent in himſelf to fulfil it. If man hath 
this boaſted power, it is ſtrange that it has never 
been exerted. In order to prove your poſition, you 
muſt produce a man who hath perfetlly obeyed the 
law of God, in thought, word and deed, from the 
beginning, to the end of his life. This you will ne- 
ver be able to do; and I produce a ſcriptural 
truth to confute your error, namely, that all 
0 have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
% God.” You not only contraditt the ſcriptures; 
but the general ſentiments of the Heathen world. 
They had fome faint traditions conveyed down to 
them of the Moſaic account of the fall, but mi- 
ſerably corrupted. They looked back to a golden 
age, in which man was ſuppoſed to be free from the 
diſorders which he now labours under, and they 
calloy their preſent ſtate, an iron age, in which they 
lamented 
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lamented the loſs they had ſuſtained, and the evils 
brought upon them. They acknowledged that 


they were not, what they knew they ought to be; 


oF 


and to remedy their condition, were totally 
unable. They wanted that light of revelation which 


we enjoy, to remove their ignorance, and point out 


to them the way to procure the divine acceptance. 
They talked, with Dr. Prieſtley, of the ſufficiency of 
repentance to appeaſe the offended Deity, but this 
proved no relief to their guilty minds. Nay, they 


went further than you, in offering ſacrifices, nume- 


rous and coſtly, to atone for their fins: but theſe 
not being of God's appointment, did not procure 
that ſatisfaQion Jour conſciences required. I pro- 


ceed therefore to 5 Ubſerve. that the divine diſplea- 


ſure was to be averted by ſacrifice, and not fingly 


by repentance. This method of procuring the fa- 


vor of God, originally came from himſelf; was 
revealed to the Patriarchs, to Moſes, the Prophets, 
and at laſt, in the fulneſs of time, the GREAT 
SACRIFICE was exhibited on Mount Calvary, 
to take away the ſin of the world. That all the 
Jeviſh ſacrifices were types of this one great ſacri- 
fice, the apoſtle Paul proves at large in his epiſtle 
to the Hebrews. His reaſoning, in that excellent 
epiſtle, does not proceed, as you ſuggeſt, from 

| the 


” FT 


* 


1 a9 7 


the influence of a ſtrong imagination, but from the 


0 


extraordinary inſpiration of the Spirit of God. All 
your notions about the death of Chriſt, proceed 
indeed from a ſtrong, that is, a deluded i imagination. 
Your acknowledging the authority of divine reve- 


lation, and yet denying all its eſſential and funda- 
mental principles, marks your deluſion in the 
ſtrongeſt characters. You would act a much more 
conſiſtent part, wholly to give up the Bible, and 


avow yourſelf a Deiſt, than to profeſs to honor it, 
_ while you are endeavouring, by every effort. to 


Rab it to the heart.“ 


The a bad from which you have ſo 
videly deviated, hath in all ages taught, that man, 
as an offender, could not be reconciled to God, 


but by the intervention of a ſacrifice. That ſimple 


repentance was not ſufficient to accompliſh this 


n work. The univerſal 8 of the Jewiſh 


* Church 


The Reader who would wiſh to ſee Dr. Prieſtley's miſrepre- 
ſentations of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and matter of fact, may conſuir 
the monthly review for June and Sept. laſt, and Dr. Horſley, arch-, 


deacon of St. Alban's in his charge to the Clergy, delivered in May 


laſt: by which it appears, that he is only a new reviver of old ex- 


ploded hereſies, and that his mode of reaſoning is as weak & hus | 
* allertions, 
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church and Gentile world contradi your ſenti- 


ments, and with a loud voice proclaim, the abſolute 


neceſſity of a ſacrifice in all religions. Before the 


giving of the law, we find the Patriarchs offering 
facrifice: and the firſt man, namely Abel, whom 


ſcripture declares to be a righteous man, was ſo by 


the mediation of a facrifice. The numerous ſacri- 


fices appointed in the Jewiſh ritual, ſufficiently 
prove my preſent point. No, Sir, a Jew could not 


be forgiven but by a ſacrifice : and leſt they ſhould 
miſtake the means for the end, or reſt ſatisfied 
with the performance of the one, without the at- 
tainment of the other, the prophets frequently 
take care to obviate and prevent that miſtake, by 
aſſerting, that to obey, is comparatively better than 


ſacrifice — that acts of prayer and praiſe, the love 


of God and our neighbour, are more pleaſing to 
the Moſt High, than all burnt-offerings and ſacri- 
fices—that to do juſtice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with God, is more acceptable to him than 


thouſands of rams, or ten thouſands of rivers of oil. 


If you believe that the Jewiſh religion is from hea- 
'ven (and I do not find you have yet ventured to 
deny it) you act the moſt prepoſterous part that 
man ever did, in endeavouring to overturn the 
dottrine of Atonement, We aſſert, with all poſſible 
authority, 


% 


T 28 1 
kurhortty; boch divine and human, that Gol himis 
ſelf, revealed to man, that he vod not Bs-apz 


proached by a ſinner, but by a ſacrifice; and that 
the eus, God's antiem people, were ftrifily nd 


ſolemnly enjoined thus to come to God. Wedes 


klare, that the Heathens rebeiv ed ihis:dottrinecbg 
tradition from xhe Patriarchs? and! invarikbly :o 
ſerved it and it is manifeſt beyond all doubi that 
ſince the ebming of Chriſt, all Iacrifices, botramong 
Jews and eivilized Gentiles, have'ceafet;] amd tet 


Dr. Prieſtleylgive a better account; if ec 


the reaſpn of that ce ſſation than orthodoi believers 
do: which as, chat all former ſacriſices were types 
and repreſehtations of the great-ſacrifice ie poi 
of God upon the croſs : and! that the. diſtance 
being come, the types have diſappeared. We af- 
firm, that the death of Chriſt. is a,-proper, ſacrifice 
and propitiation for ſin, and hat the excellency of 
the Chriſtian religion confiſts þartly in che ſencele 
lency of 1 its läcrinee —that alt the merit aN ther 
ſacrifices x "way, "derived: "from, this one, and” kat ht 
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Jew could; recejvg no haneby, from, his. ach iced 
lamb, unleſs he looked forward with faith. to:his and 
our Meſſiah. We apprebend, that all-Heathen 


ſacrifices" Vere ah abominatibn to God 'becauſe 
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L 26 ] 
they had no; reſpect to Chriſt. Ignorance and 
| ie were the en of their ae,? 


be Ty oy: : 
The 1 non by "ub ak 
wide of a vicarious ſacriſice, is clear and apparent, 


Man, by ſin, has deſtroyed himſelf—the ſpiritual I 


death of the ſoul. was the fad eonſequence of 


| Adam's: tranſgr eſſion. All we, his offspring, are now 
born in ſin, and are ſpiritually dead. Ho ſhall it 


be conſiſtent with the divine juſtice to receive ſuch 


offenders again into bis favour? Having once 
forfeited that favour, future obedience, if poſſible, 
could not reſtore it: if it could, God muſt ceaſe to 
be juſt . but this cannot be. He therefore with his 
* ne. He een ri, 


„Te death of Chin va Berl pete e eee f 


for our Ins; and not a mere figure or tropical fotm of ſpeech, as 
too many conceive of it. Go ye Socinians and ſey, the blood of 
Ohriſt ix only. a metaphor, and means no more in the mouth of a 
Chriſtian than of an honeſt Heathen, who. ſhould fay, he had been 
faved o or  benchited i in a moral w a, by the blood, that i is, by the 
exemplary death of Socrates,” The term waſhing," is indeed meta- 


Phorical: but the ſcriptures/are unintelligible; and language inſelf 


has no meaving, if the blood of the Lamb flain, had not a true, 


dire, and proper efficacy to free us from the guilt and puniſhment 5 


of fin, 


See Bp. Hurd Sermons, vol. i, ſer. 13. 
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fice for us. We have ſinned, and deſerved eternal 
death: he that is God, and Man, in one perſon, 
dies for us, or in aur ſtead. The infinite dignity 
of his perſon, gives an infinite value to his offerings | 
and whoſoever, by faith, pleads it before God, 
3 Mall find pardon for all his ſins. Your miſtakes in | 
this matter ariſe; from your ignorance of the nature 
of ſin, on the one hand, and God's law on the 
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other. Vou ſuppoſe it to be ſo trivial an oſſence, 
that a ſimple confeſſion of, and ſorrow for it, will he 
ſufficient to reconcile us to God: but no degrees 
of ſorrow, ariſing from ourſelves, can aſcertain for- 
giveneſs to the conſcience: whereas, the ſacrifice 
of the death: of Chriſt releaſes the mind of every 
true believer from all guilt ; and the ſtrongeſt aſs 
ſurance is given us in the word of God, that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling. the world unto; bimſelf. 
We not only hereby believe, but know, with a di- 
vine certainty, that we are forgiven; and that God 
is reconciled unto us, through Chriſt. The Spirit 
bears teſtimony to the truth of the written word 
without, and to his o gracious operation within 
us, that we are the children of God, by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Herein lies the eſſence of the: whole 
doctrinal part of the Chriſtian religion: and it is 
the only foundation on which Chriſtian morality can 
wrt D 2 be * 1 | 
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be'built)--Ffi this foundation be taken away, the 


whole ſuperſtrucrure muſt certainly fall. You have 
vainly> and impiouſly attempted to raze the foun- 


dation to the ground; hut ybur attempt to deſtroy 
it, will-be'as fruitleſs as chat of the builders of Ba- 
be wasſümeredting 4 tower; whoſe. top might reach 


unto heaven. Vou have given us a' long account 
of the miſtakes entertained in paſt ages, reſpeQing 


the Atonement; and'the various opinions received 


eoncerning'it : with theſe I am no way concerned, 
let them! ſtand or fall. The doftrine of Atone- 
ment is clearly, fully, and frequently aſſerted in the 
New Teſtament. Lou ſuppoſe a caſe (which is 
indeed thercaſe in hand) namely, that if the whole 
tenor of ſcripture ſhould aſſert any particular doc- 
trine, and [this cannot be accommodated to your 
reaſon; chat particular dofrine ſhould remain un- 
gccounted . for. Why then don't you' invariably 
declare, that you cannot account for the dottrine 
of Atonement by the dictates of your reaſon, and 
fo leave it unaccounted for?—Inſtead of this, you 
totally deny it, and affirm; it cannot be found in 
ſcripture ; or if it be, as it does not coincide with 
your reaſon, it cannot be true. I leave you to re- 


koncile theſe contradittions at your leiſure, 
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Now it appears to thouſands of the moſt reaſonable 
men'that ever liyed, that the way of acceptance with 
God; by the Atonement. of .Chriſt, is the moſt ra- 


tional method that could poſſibly be propoſed: to 1 
the ſons of men. There is a very material diffe- 1 
rence between your condutt and mine, with reſpect | ll 
to- ſcripture: doctrines. I have received this, as a | 1 
firſt principle, not to be controverted, that all 1 ; 
ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God—that it is 1 
infallible and eternal truth. I find nothing in it 1 
contrary to my reaſon, but many things above it: [ 
theſe I call myſteries, and I do not pretend to ac- | 
count for them by any arguments drawn from na- 1 


ture, or reaſon. I ſee and feel too much of my - i 
own imperfettion in judging of the moſt obvious 
things of ſenſe, to ſuppole, that what I cannot 
account for in religion, muſt be falſe, The file, 2 
ſubject, and matter of the ſcriptures, to my reaſon, 
appear to be of God, and not of man; and every 
day that I live, I have freſh proof that they came 
from heaven. I ſee every declaration therein, con- 
tinually fulfilling, and your errors in it are graphi- 
cally deſcribed. _ 
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4 That reaſon, of which you boaſt, and which is 
the idol to which you bow don, is darkened by 
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the miſts.of prejudice, pride, and abuſed learniny 


You have: adopted a ſet: of principles, fabricated: in: 


ths Socinian ſuhool ahd the facredſcriptires muſt 


be tortured and wreſted to confotmb unto them: 
and if ihis cannot be done, ſueli texts muſt remain 
unaccounied for, or in other words; denied. 1 af. 
firm; that reaſon muſt conform itſelf to revelation; 
you ſay; unleſs that be fully confrmable to your 
reaſon, you will not believe. Like other falſe rea- 
boners on ſcripture premiſes, ybu fly touſigure and 
metaphor; A very common method this, when the 
moſt plain and cogent texts force themſelves upon 


our aſſent. A late Theologiſt afferted; that Rege- 


neration was a figurative expreffion. ; a bold Eaſt- 
ern metaphor: chat it ſignifiedi no more than a 
change of conduct, proceeding from good re ſolu- 
tions firſt ſormed in the mind, and then brought into 
act. Hereby this fallacious writer would endeavour 
to fer aſide the neceſſity: of all divine operation on 
the human mind in order to its \converſion/unto 
God: He would, in compliment to the church, of 
which he was a preſbyter, allow. fome little help 
needful to reſolve well, and a ſmall degree of aid to 
enable to act well: but the chief part of the work 
muſt be performed by the omnipotent power of 


man, and. grace muſt be only an inferior coadjutor. 
St : N . 


„ ful 


vou alert thatibeſs texts whichtiterally hold forth 
the doftrine-ofAtonemetit, muſt be underſtood ſigu- 
tativ eln or ve ſhall be liable is fall into amterror as 
abſurd as tranſubſtautiatioo NN no ments: that 
Aoctrine contradicts all our ſenfes. Not ſo, the 
doctrine of Atohement. What irrationality is chere 


is abob c all lav, alid ko us h ſuperior ſhall, in my 
name, die for me, that I mayrnot die for ever 2— 
If a literal/ that'is, a, true ànd proper Atonement 
will not be allowed, be pidaſed to ew me what you 
mean by a figurative one: for I confeſs I do not 
underſtand/the term. Vou may aſk twenty imperti- 
nent queſtions about the expediency and neceſſity 
of ſuch a method of ſalvatidn 3 Tianſwer,- iris faffi- 
cient for me, that I find in the ſcriptures my ſalva- 


tion depends on my having an intereſt in the ſacri· 


fice of Obriſticthe Lord. And though you d, 


produce as many mor 4 objections againſt t, they 


would: be of. no importance, if the authority of the 
{riptures be concluſive and fmal. There it is 
written: as wich a ſun· beam; and if you were not 


utterly blind, y0u;muſt ſee iti. The grand cauſe of 


this your ignbrance, is, ' that you are à ſtranget᷑ to 


M 


BL | | there 


in this truth, that a per ſonlof infinite dignity; 08 


all divine operation. Von were never convinced; 
by the ſpirit of God, that you are a ſinner, Anf 
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therefore, are unprepared to receive the doftrine 


of Atonement by Chriſt, Your conſcience has ne- 


ver been alarmed with a fight and ſenſe of the evil, 
guilt, and defilement of ſin. You are a man, una- 
vakened to every divine ſenſibility, and I cannot 
but conſider all your ſentiments of Chriſtianity, like 
the reveries of a man talking in his ſleep. With the 
powers of carnal reaſon, and the aids of human 
learning, you read the book of God; and it is no 
marvel to orthodox believers, that you explain it 
no better. If you would henceforth underſtand it 
aright, you muſt become a little child in your own 
eyes, renounce all the corruptions of your perverted 
reaſon, forget the opinions of men, and fall upon 
your knees before the throne of grace, humbly re- 
queſting the divine light to enlighten your dark 
underſtanding; praying that you may be converted 
and born of God. If you deſpiſe this advice, and 
refuſe to take it, you muſt periſh in your preſent 
ignorance, preſumption and pride. But I hope this 
vuill not be your caſe: rather may you be made 
acquainted with the things that concern your peace ; 
and may. that pen which has hitherto: darkened 
counſel, by words without knowledge; be henceforth 
employed in e the een e of ws 
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_ utterly unſupported by any authority: for I aſk; 
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The grand and leading miſtake in your ſyſtem is, 
your opinion concerning the Perſon of Chriſt. 


You have given us the various ſentiments enter. 


tained of him by heretics of early and later ages: 
and it is an evil much to be lamented, that the hor- 
rid blaſphemy of Socinians hath reached the En- 
gliſh ſhores. But the Lord, ever watchful over his 


church, was pleaſed to appoint three formularies of 


faith to be drawn up, and authority ſtamped upon 
them, that the truth might be conveyed down in- 


corrupt to future ages. The Catholic and Proteſ- 


tant world hath univerſally agreed therein. Theſe 
formularies of faith I have ſubſcribed to, and I 


believe them, not becauſe the church believes them, 


but becauſe I am aſſured they may be proved, by 


plain deduttion from the holy ſcriptures :. and, 


however orthodoxy may be contemned by you, and 
your adherents, I efteem it the greateſt bleſſing I 
enjoy; and ſhall ever look on Arianiſm and Soci- 
nianiſm as dangerous opinions, utterly ſubverſive 
of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


Lour aſſertion, that the body of theJewiſh nation 
expedted a mere Man to come to redeem them, is 


could a Jew really believe the following prophecies 
#301 — E of 
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of their Meſſiah, and be conſiſtent in expecting a 
mere Man to redeem them. If, vii. 14. Behold a 
« virgin ſhall-conceive and bear a fon, and fhall 
6 call his name, Immanuel.” II. ix. 6. For unto 
ce us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; and 
4 the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and 
4 his name ſhall be called, Wonderful, the Mighty 
% God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
6 Peace.” Jer. xxiii. 6.. © This is his name 
« whereby he ſhalt be called; The Lord our Righ- 


et teouſneſs,” Zech. xiii. 7. Awake, O fword, 


« againſt my Shepherd, againſt the Man that: is 
& my Fellow, faith the Lord of hoſts.” Mic. v. 2. 
& But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thouſands of Judah, yet out of 
&- thee ſhall he come forth unto me, that is to be 
1 Ruler in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have been 
4 fromeverlaſting.” I fay, could any reaſonable 
Je be ſo inconſiſtent, as to allow theſe prophecies 
foretold their Meſſiah, and at the ſame time expect 
a mere Man to fulfil them? When you have pro- 


duced ſuch Jeus, from good authority, we will be in⸗ 


clined to give credit to your aſſertion; but ſhall 
even then be obliged to ſay, that there are other 


men in the world as ſelf-contradiQory, in their re- 


ligious tenets, as Dr. Prieſtley, The Jewiſh doc- | 
4 tors, 
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tors, in the days of Herod, applied the before-cited 
_ «prophecy of Micah (which aſſerts the Eternity of 
their Meſſiab).to Chriſt. Theſe men muſt: cer- 
tainly have expected a perſon of greater _— 
nen to fulfi} it than * allow. 

You are Wan nher t to 1 that the body 
of the primitive Chriſtians did not believe in the 


.Godhead of Chriſt : and to prove the point, you 


for not | believing the fundamental articles of the 
Chriſtian faith, by the majority of true believers. 
. I ſhall: therefore firſt recommend to your peruſal, 
_ . Jones's Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, Dr. 

Oven on the ſame ſubject Mr. Hervey's Letters, 
and Dr. Neve's ſermons, at Bampton's letture. 


jekt, by ſolid argument and fair reaſoning, drawn 
from ſcripture premiſes, your ſcheme may become 
worthy of notice. But leſt theſe writers ſhould not 
fall in your way, I ſhall ſuppoſe the books of the 
New Teſtament, put into the hands of any unpre- 
_ zudiced Heathen, I would then call his attention to 
the following texts. John i. 1. The Word was 
God.“ verſe 14. The Word was made fleſh.” 
P 35+ I am the bread. of life. He that 
9E. | | x cow 
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adduce the opinions of a few, who were condemned 


When you have confuted theſe writers on the ſub- 
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«eateth of this bread ſhall live for ever. Chap: 
x. 27, 28. My ſheepihear my voice, and I give 


e unto them eternal life, neither ſhall any pluck 


* 


te them aut of my hand.” Chap. xii. 41. Theſe 
« things ſaid Eſaias, when he ſaw. his glory and 
6 ſpake of Him :” that is, of Chriſt, who is the 
Lord of Hoſts. bad bf N 5 


Ads vi. 39. Stephen prays, © Lord Jeſus re- 


et ceive my ſpirit.“ Chap. xx. 21. Feed the 
te church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
* n blood.” Rom. ix. g. Of whom as con- 
* cerning the fleſh; Chriſt came, who is over all, 
4 God bleſſed for ever, Amen.“ I. Cor. vi. 15, 
17. Know: ye. not, that your bodies are the 
% members of Chriſt? He that is joined to the 
Lord, is one ſpirit.“ Phil. ii. 6. % Ohbriſt 
* thought it not robbery to be equal with God“ 
Heb. i. 8. Unto the Son, he ſaith, Thy throne, 
6 O God, is for ever and ever.“ See verſe 10, 
11, and 12. I. Pet. i, 11. The ſpirit of Chriſt 
.* was in the Prophets, and teſtified before-hand of 
„the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
e follow?” I. John iii. 16. Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life 
lor us,” Chap. v. 20. We are in him that is 

ID 7 | true, 


Twi 


. true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 

true God, and eternal life.” Jude v. 23. To 

* the only wiſe God our Saviour be glory.” Rev. 

i. 5, G. Unto him that bath loved us, and waſhed 

te us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 

made us kings and prieſts unto God and his Fa- 
5+. ther, to him be glory and dominion for ever 

„ and ever.“ Verſe 17, I am the firſt and the 

+. laſt.” Chap. v. 12. Worthy is the Lamb to 

receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 

£ ftrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing.“ 
Chap. xix. 16. He hath a name written, King 

of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” The valediftory 
prayer of moſt of the Epiſtles and of the Revelati- 

ons is, The grace of our Lord Ky Chriſt be 
bf with Ale all, Amen.“ 
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50800 1 alk, is ĩt Wind or - poſſible, for any 
apres Heathen to read the above- cited 
texts of ſcripture, and not clearly ſee, that the Apol- 
tles would have their readers form much more ex- 
alted ſentiments of Jeſus, than you entertain? To 
affirm, with theſe paſſages full in our view, that the 
Lord Chriſt is only a good Prophet, and no more, 
is net to expound, but to deſtroy the very meaning 
of words: and orthodox believers would be at a 


[BJ 


Joſs to account for ſuch horrid perverſions of lan- 
guage as you are guilty of, if they did not know, 
what blindneſs and ignorance of God and his Chriſt, 
is in the ſoul of man by nature; and what a rooted 
enmity there is againſt the glory of the ſeed of the 
woman. This enmity darkens all the powers of the 
mind, fo that you cannot ſee what is as evident as 
the noon- day ſun to others. I your ſentiments are 
Friptural, the Bible muſt be .a book, written pur- 
polely to miſlead us, and to make us give that wor- 
_— a man, e . nnn 15 80 
"The Perfouiatiry kind Godhead of the Spin, 4 is a8 
clearly revealed, as the Godhead of the Son. Some 
indeed who are ſtrangers to his ſacred influence, 
profeſs a belief in his Godhead: but the deniers of 
his Godhead, cannot partake of his influence. You 
are an utter ſtranger to divine influence: you 
Enow not the Chriſtian's! God. You hide yourſeif 
under the thin covert of what you call, rational 
Chriſtianity, while at the ſame time you are 2 cool, 
determined oppoſer of its fundamental truths. I 
ſhall juſt throw a few texts in your way, which are 
the ground of my belief in the Godhead of the 
1 i. a. The Spirit of God moved 
nt the face of the waters. Job xxx. 4. 
© The 


> FW 


« The Spitit of God hath made nie.” Pl. exxxix. 55 
« Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit?“ If, lix. 244 
40 My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which 
„ have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of 
* thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor 
cout of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, faith the 
« Lord, from henceforth and for ever.” Mat. 
xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all nati- 
* ons, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
4% of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” To teach: 
to convince, to bring to remembrance, and to com- 
fort, are the alts of a perſon ; and theſe are ſeve- 
rally attributed to the Spirit. See John xiv. 16, 179 
and 26. — John xvi. 8-11, - Acts v. 3. Why 
hash Satan filled thy heart, to lye to the Holy 
& Ghot?'—Verlſe 4. Thou haſt not lyed unto 
men, but unto God.” I. Cor: ii. 10. The 
Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
6 of God. t 1th, and following verſes, furniſh-us 
with. a ſufficient anſwer to all your vain reveries: 
I. Cor. vi. 19. Know ye not that your body is 
« the temple of the Holy Ghoſt Which is in you 
% ich ye have of God, and ye are not your 

% own?” A temple is che reſidencè of a God; 
and the Moſt High dwelleth ot in temples made 
with hands. When your body ſhall have this bigh 
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honour conferred upon it, to be made a living 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt, you will ceaſe your 
blaſphemies againſt the Trinity, and will humbly 
fall down and adore that God whoſe name you 
now profane. I. Cor. xii. 11. But all theſe 
% worketh that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, divid- 
<* ing to every man ſeverally as he will.” II. Cor. 
xiii. 14. The communion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
ee with you all. Amen.” Col. ii, 2. To the ac- 
% knowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of 
+ the Father, and of Chriſt.” God the Spirit is 
* here placed before the Father and the Son. 


As you ſeem to acknowledge the authority of 
the Old Teſtament, I would adviſe you to conſult 
thoſe paſſages therein, which in the New are ap- 
plied to Chriſt, by infallible interpreters. Hereby 
you will find divine attributes given to Chriſt and 
the Holy Ghoſt as well as to the Father. I would 
refer you to Iſ. vi. 5. compared with John xi. 41. 
— If. xliv. 6. compared with Rev. xxii. 13.—Iſ. 
vii. 14. compared with Mat. i. 29.—Pſ, Ixxviii. 
56. compared with I. Cor. x. 9.—I. Kings viii. 39. 
compared with Rev. ii. 26-—Pf, Ixviii, 17, 18, 
compared with Eph. iv. 8,—Zech, xii. 10. com- 
pared with John xix. 37. 


When 


When the holy myſtery of the Trinity is held 


forth by true believers, and it is declared, that 
faith is required therein, in order to make us par- 


takers of the bleſſings peculiar to Chriſtianity, it is 


very common for men of your ſtamp, violently to 
declaim againſt - uncharitableneſs and bigotry. 
While you would ſet yourſelves off as men of en- 
larged "ſentiments, of a liberal turn of mind—as 
perſons of candour and reaſon, you would fix every 
poſſible ſtigma upon thoſe who earneſtly. contend 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints. I have 
frequently converſed with men of an Arian and 


Socinian caſt, who have often been defirous of 


compromiſing the difference between us, on theſe 


important ſubjefts. They would allow, that my er- 
ror about the Trinity, was harmleſs; and wanted 
me to make the ſame conceſſion to them: this I | 
never could do, nor ſhall I to Dr. Prieſtley. The 
faith I contend for, is ſcriptural, apoſtolic, primi- 


tive, true: the faith you have laid down, is novel, 


falſe, unreaſonable, unſcriptural. I refuſe any 
compromiſe - with men of your ſentiments; being 
well ſatisfied, that my principles are grounded on 
infallible truth, and I have fuch evidence for them, 
as you cannot poſſibly have for yours. This error : 
ol yours, is not only ſpeculative, but practical: for 
I have never found the man. yet who diſbelieved 
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the Godhead of Chriſt, but alſo denied the Fall, 
and the influence of the Spirit upon the ſoul. 
The ſpeech of ſuch men ſoon betrays them, and the 
orthodox well know on what falſe ground they 
ſtand. Their faith is founded on the wiſdom of 
men, and not on the power of God, I ſhall ever 
eſteem it an honour to follow the examples of the 
primitive Chriſtians, whoſe ſteady adherence. to 
this one truth, that Jeſus was the only wiſe God our 
Saviour: and that the juſt conſequence flowing from 
that truth was, that all ather Gods were Idols, and 
that the worſhippers of them were deceived by an 
evil ſpirit; brought upon them the moſt cruet 
perſecutions, They were charged with bigot- 
ry, obſtinacy, and uncharitableneſs. Had they. 
allowed every man to worſhip his own God. 
in common—Had they been what is called 
charitable, candid, and liberal in their ſentiments, 
they might have lived upon good terms, with the 
Heathen world: but this falſe peace, they ſcorned. 
They affirmed conſtantly, and invariably, 5+ We 
« worſhip the true God, you worſhip Idols. L. 
know. you do not profeſs to condemn my ſenti- 
ments, as dangerous to falvation 3 you conſider. 
them as errors of judgment: and you have ſuck 
exalted notions of the divine mercy, as to believe. 
that Cd never dani any man for an error in 
judgment. 


(ul 


judgment. Sock Jangwdge bs very buußble, but 
very fallacious. Error, always endeavours to put 


on ſome agreeable form, to make it paſſable: but 
* truth wants no ornament to recommend it. 


1 your ſentiments are right, bring forth your 
triumphant believers in the hour of death, glorying 
in this, that they have freed themſelves from our 
ſuperſtitions ; and that they can with pleaſure go 
to the regions of the blefled, to fing for ever, 
4 Worthy i is the Lamb, to receive power, &c.” I 
have ſeen the fatal effects of your poiſonous opi- 
nions, in dying perſons: ſome of whom have had 

grace given them, in the eleventh hour, to renounce 

them, and to embrace the true faith, to the joy of 

their fouls. T have alſo ſeen believers dying in the 

triumphs of faith, acknowledging Jeſus as their 
Lord, and their God. And I addreſs myſelf to 

you, Sir, in particular, and affure you, that howe- 

ver eaſy andſelf-ſatisfied you may be, in your pre- 

ſent errors, the approach of death (if you are fa- 
voured with a knowledge of its approach) will put 
your opinions: to the trial, and they will certainly 

deceive you. Nothing can give comfort and con- 

fidenee to a dying man, but a firm belief, that God 

bas laid down bis life for him, and 1 faved 

ape a, eternal miſery. | 
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It is a very common poſition with thoſe wha 
Hoaſt themſelves in philoſophic and rational Chriſ. 
tjanity, * That where myſtery begins, religion 
* ends.” This I dare contradict. The union of the 
Three Perſons in the Godhead—the union of the 
_ Godhead and Manhood of Chriſt—and the union 
of God with believers, I call myſteries. Yea, fur- 
ther, the union of matter and ſpirit is a myſtery, 
which all your philoſophy has not yet inveſtigated ; 
and ſuch they will ever remain to the human mind, 
Some deny them all, and affirm, they do not exiſt. 
It is allowed, that the practical duties of true reli- 
gion, are plain, and eaſy. to be underſtood: it 
would be happy for us, if we could as eaſily per- 
form them. Some vainly attempt to ſolve theſe 
myſteries, and others think themſelves wiſe, in 
laughing at them. I do not pretend to comprehend 
theſe myſteries, but I ſhall ever maintain, that they 
are revealed in the ſacred ſcriptures, and therefore 
I believe them: they are above, but not contrary 
to our reaſon. When the Papiſt calls upon me to 
believe tranſubſtantiation, and tells me, that the 
doctrine of the Trinity is equally incomprehenſible; 
and that if my faith can receive one, it may the 
other : I anſwer, tranſubſtantiation contradicts my 
| ſenſes, as well as my reaſon ; but the Trinity con- 
tradicts neither my lenſes, nor my reaſon. Is it 
irrati ona 
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irrational to believe, that God is three-fold, in one 
reſpe&t, and one, in another? — Then it muſt be 
equally irrational to believe, that a certain mathe- 
matical figure is three-fold, in one reſpett, and one, 
in another: that is, triangular, and unicentral. 
When we ſpeak. of the Trinity, we never aſſert, 
that three, are one, or one, three: this would be 
ſelf. contradictory: but it is no contradiction to ſay, 
that the Godhead is perſonally, Three; eſſentially, 
One. There are myſteries in nature, which nei- 
ther you, nor any other philoſopher, can ſolve. 
You muſt content yourſelf with ſimple affirmations; 
that ſo it is; but why, you cannot tell. For in- 
ſtance : fire, light, and air are tri · une; they co- 
exiſt, and are inſeparable Each hath peculiar: 
properties; and the manner of i en remains 
a ſecret to ihe preſent hour. 150 % ge v2 
We are commonly e wich hi error af 
_ tritheiſm; when we affirm, that there are Three 
Perſons in the Godhead: but this charge is founded 
on à wrong: conception of the word, Perſon. It 
muſt be granted, that there is imperfection, in all 
language, ſince the fall of man: and many diſputes 
about the Trinity, have ſprung, from miſunder- 
ſtanding the terms, uſed by the diſputants on both 
fides, I confeſs, I cannot find a better word to 
100 ä | expreſs 
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expreſs my conceptions of the Trinity; whieh en- 
ecptions I have received from reading the ferip- 
wres. I am as far from beheving there are three 
Gods as you are: the unityof the Godhead, as firm 
by believe, as you do— it is the firſt principle of all 

eligion. The Jew, the Turk, and Dr. Prieſtley 
ee that there is onhy One Perſon in the God- 
Bead: the Chriſtian affirms, there are: three Per- 
fons, but one God. I would recommend you to 
read the works of Hutchinfon; who bas unanfver- 
bly. proved the Godhead: of Chriſt, from. the wriv 


tings of the Old Teſtament. By comparing the | 


Old Faſtament with the New, you will: find the 
moſt cogent proofs riſe up to your view, to confirm: 
this grand and leading article of the Chriſtian fait: 
and which would influence your judgment; if preju- 
dice, and corrupt attachment to a ſyſtem, had not 
Ty blinded you. 
eie 23 ©: 7 DISTSND CIS TICS ED f 
Thus, Sir, I eee eee for 
thoſe dołtrines which you deny, but which I deem 
eſfentiabto the Chriſtian faith. Had you attacked, 
ever ſo ſeverely, any matters of doubtful: diſputa- 
tion, whether dottrinab or practical, IL ſhould not 
ave thought it worthwhile to have come forth 
to oppoſe you: but as you have impiouſſy dared to 
liſt up your impotent. A the bulwarks of 
9 92 Chris- 
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walls, and levelling my ſcriptural artiflery again 
you. What effect my arguments may have upon 
you, I know not; but leave the event to him, 
whaſe Iam; and whom I ſerve in the goſpel of his 
dear Son. I hope you are not yet paſt feeling, or 
given up to a reprobate mind. This good effect, 
I humbly preſume, will follow from the publication 
of my ſentiments, that they will put ſome flop to 
that poiſon which you wiſh to ſcatter through the 
land. Oppoſition to divine truth, frequently cauſes 
| a@ more accurate inveſtigation thereof, and ulti- 
mately tends to eſtabliſh it. The oppoſition of Pe- 
lagius to the doctrine of grace, drew forth the able 
reaſoning of Auſtin. You may prove, though un- 
deſignedly, the inſtrument of good to ſome ; who, 
being either wavering or careleſs before, may, by 
a claſer examination of theſe points, become ef- 
fectually convinced. Be this as it may, when 
erroneous opinions are publiſhed and ſpread” a- 
broad, it is the indiſpenſible duty of God's ſervamts, 
to ſtand forth and defend that faith which has is | 
* argument and reaſon on its "ONES . ee 


In TR laſt and e century, all the argu- 
ments in favour of Deiſm, Arianiſm, and Socinian- 
ibn, have been anſwered over and over again, by 
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0 00001 able, learned and 4 pirueg nne But: * 
books, however good, are generally laid afides 55 


| be, and fo will all the well- wiſhers to true-reli 


New books will have new readers: and many Will, 
perhaps, read my letter, becauſe addreſſed to „ 
Candor, and love of truth, may prompt them to 
hear the other fide of the queſtion, and they may 


probably be convinced of the errors which you 


have inſtilled into them. 5 
Though I have ſpoken with FRO as "AR 
rity againſt your opinions, yet, I hope, not with 
acrimony : having not the leaſt perſonal enmity - 
againſt- you. Vour natural abilities, I admire and 


| Honour; and ſorry I am, that the enemy of man- 


kind, has, in you, ſo able an advocate. I aſſure 
you, that my moſt earneſt prayers have been, and 
ſhall be put up to that Saviour, whoſe ſalvation 
you are now oppofing, that he would be pleaſed 6 
to open your eyes, as he once did Paul's; and 


then you will preach that faith which now you at: 


tempt to deſtroy. Glad, exceeding glad ſhall 1 


*. 


to behold you convinced of your ſinful eſtate * 


nature, that vou may be prepared to receive 


Chriſt, not only as a Prophet to teach you, but as LY 
Prieſt to atone for, and a King to reign overayotts: 
5 chan r, BET 
Tour moſt Suri. n 
K. 8. 


